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Rajiv asks
VP for
action on
J&K plan

HT Correspondent

NLW DELMLL Mareh 12

Urgent and complete acion on the
proposal, Jounatly agreed upon in the
recent all-paniv meeting on Kashmr,
s essential to lend credibihity 1o the
imtiatives being taken by “atl o us
jointly," Congress-1 president Rajiy
Gandhi has iold Pnme Minister v P
singh in a letter today

Mr Gandhi's two-page letier was re-
leased by tiiz All Irdia Congress
Commutiee-l Its one peragraph was,
however. withheld from ihe Press

Putting on record his appreciation of
the Pnme Mimister'sefforts to evolve a
natisnal consensus on the grave chal-
lenge facing the narion in Kashnur, Mr
CGiandhi has demand.od an urgent ac-
non oa the mitiatives taxen hy the all-
party meeting.

Mr Gardhi said taat the “operaave
significance’ of the joint statement
adopied by all of them last Saturday
lav zimost ciatiuely in the last para-
eraph which recommended 10 the
Governmem the apporntment of a
Cabine: Minmster for Jammu and
Kashmur Affairs. whe would assosciate
with his work an Advisory Commuttce,
inclading 1epresentaiives of all the
political parties present an the meet-
in2. This paragraph siso speafied that
the' primary fuaction of the Cabinet
Mimister and the Advisory Committee
would be 1o ensure the revival of poli-
ticzl acovity in the Valley. as well as
the mobilisation of the people and
therr involvement in the fight against
secession.

[t has also speaified that the Advis-
ary Committes wonld consider means
of #stablishing 4 suitable mechinismin
¥ashimur to deal with the problems und
gnezances of the pecple

Al these sieps would, we were
agrced. contnbute e undoing the
damage donc and bring some hope of
improvement i the gnin situation pre-
vaiing in the Valley ™. he pounted out.
“and we were, therefore more than a
little disturbed to find that the cfficial
miedia fatled 1o report this crucial nara-
graphin the newszast on Deordarshan
and Akashvam on Saturday mght™

He further said *Yeou would recail
that | had stressed the need for the
inclavion ot operatively sigmficant me-
asures i the joint statement wo that the
peopleof the Valley are signalied that.
in conzequence of the visi! of the all-
panty deleganon to Snnagar, concrele
measures are being taken to revive the
poliical process and feok ante the
genuine problems and pricvances of
the people By Taithng 1o recoant this
patazraph. expheatly and in detal, on
the ciectrome mea, the people of
Villey were depnived of o full and
accurate accountof the proceedingolf
the all-party mecting  The following
momng alraost all newspapers led
with this paragraph  But this did not
help reach the informition to the peo-
ple of the Villey becuuse. as sou are
doubtles awire, newspapers from the
restof india are not reaching

President R. Venkataraman, Vice-President S. D. Sharma, Prime Minister V. P. Singh with Lok

S

Sabha Speaker Rabi Ray going in a procession on the opening day of the Budget session on
Monday. — HT photo by S. N. Sinha

Bid on Jagmohan feiled

JAMMU, Maich 12 (UNI, I'TT)

The secunty forees have fotled o
plan 1o assassinate Governor Jagmo-
han with the arrestof certain militants
from different parts of the Valley.

The conspiracy v s reportedly
hatched by rmlitant organisations
based in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir.
according 1o ughly placed intelligence
AOUves

The sources sad some letters seized
from the arrested mulitants revezled
thew play. The militant organisations
considered Mr lagmohan as o major
“hurdle™ in their goal of attaimng “in-
dependent Kashmir »

Donng combing operanons an the
pastione week secunty forees natrbed
over 120 onhitants from different parts
ol the Kashimir Valley including savern,
tepy harduore subversives

The mcnminating letrers were wril-
ten by somie underground lcaders of
the Jamat 1= lamand the Jommu and
Kashmir faberation Front, directing
mlitants o cures out the plan for
assassitatien, the sources sind

I'he  Kashmn Valley  remained
peacelal tadiay while normal hie hicre
was altecled felloming @ bandh

No untoward incident was repoited
from Ennagar or «.her parts of the
Yelley, an official spokesman said
here.

Authorities withdrew curfew relaxa-
tion in Srinugar as a precautionary m-
asure following the death of 2 militan)
in hospital.

The miluant, Favar Ahmed. a self
styled group captwin of “JKLF™ was
arrested yesterday at Habakadal afie
he was injurd in cross hring hetween
two mulitant groups and secunty
forces, the spokesman sand.

Meanwhile, the official spokesman
sait a 14-hour relaxation in curfew his
been given i Kashmir from 7 pam
today in view of Shaba-Barat festival
ol the Mushms.

Government hits ordered all educa-
tonal instivutions including colleges m
Kashnur Valley 1o reminn closed ull
March 31 These insutatons were
scheduled v open on Marel 15,

SeCurnity agencies in the Jammu re-
gron have been put oialert following
the arrest of two JKLF actvists at Gita
Bhavan 1 the last two days amidss
reports  that some  militents have

sneaked into the region Lo create wou-
ble.

Patroiling  has  been mitensified
throughout the region. especially near
the camps whers muig als have been
provided shelter.

Mecarwhiic. tension previled inhe
Valley following the recovery of two
bodics of Muczzins of mosques i the
Pulwama Iistrict.

Preliminary inquiry revealed the
Muczzins (who perform Azan) werc
kilicd by “Hizbe Ullah Mujahideea”
activists, for being “agents’ ol the In-
telligence Department

Thousands of people belonging 1o
different communities today took out
a silent procession here toexpress soli-
darity with Jammu and Kashiure CGiove
ernor Jagmohan and the Umon Gov-
ernment in ther fight against seees-
siopisis an the Kashme Valley,

The procession passed through the
man bazars of the oty hefore handing
over amemorandum tw Chief Secrat-
ary R. K. Takkar.

The people carried placards sayig
“Liberate Pakistun Oceupied Kash-
mir”,

Keep off Kashmir, _sioe

President warns

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, March 12
President R. Venkataraman
today reaffirmed the National
Front Government's resolve to
**brook no interference’ from
any quarter in Kashmir and act
firmly against the ‘“‘external
forces™ that have sought to
encourage terrorism,
internationalise the Kashmir
issue and organise intrusions

from across the border.

In his address to Parliament mack-
ing the beginning of the Budget Ses-
sion, Mr Venkataraman also assurcd
the nation of the complete defence
preparedness of the Arnied Forces and
their high morale.

He said the Government will take
positive steps to remove all legitimate
grievances and to accelerate the pace
of develiopment in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Butit will also take every possible

® President’s address
—See Edit

measure o curb terrorism and seces-
sionism and to restore normalcy in the
Valley.

The curt reference to Pakistan in the
context of Kashmir. where the situa-
non continues to be serious, and in
Punjab. was coupled with an appeal te
the neghbour to abide by the letter
and spint of the Simla Agreement.
which has so far helped 1o maintain
peace and provide an enduring
framework for the Indo-Pak relations.
“We hope such saner counsel will pre-
vaii in Pakistan...” the President said:

In his 35-minute address in the Cen-
tral Hali of Parhament. the President
outhined the Government’s course of
wction sn a number of fields, stating
that in «he 100 odd days that the
National Front Government had been
in office, @ number of measures had
alrady been taken to fulfil the pledges
made to the people at the time of the
elections,

He noted the “fresh hope in the
atmosphere™, as the Government had
embarked upon building a country
“tased on dignity of the individual”.
The benefits of development should
flow 10 all, especrally the poorest.

He noted that the task was not easy.
“The chailenges are tremendous ™ Bat
concluded a tesolute note of “we shall
overcome.”

He repeated the Government's re-
solve to tackle the Punjab problem “in
a spint of reconciliation and consen-
sus " But there would be no comprom-
ise with terronsm and secessionism, he
added.

He pomted out that the Govern-
ment had already fulfilled ats promise
of repealing the 539th Amendment to

Lithuania declares
independence

MOSCOW , March 12(PT1)
Eithuamia fias proclamed atself in-
dependent. diopped the words “Sovet
socralist from s name and baycotted
the national Pariament raising the
cpectre of break up of the Sovier Up.
1
The decvion, taken vesterday by the
repuiblic's pew  non-Commumst
dominated Parhament was descnmed
as alarmieg by Sowiet leader M:khail
Gorbachey in his opening remarks 1o
the Conpress of Peop.o's Depunies
which began an extraordimary session
i the Krembhn the morning

The depanies helonging to the pro:
independence  Sajudis movemeni
staved iy from the sesaon and Mr
Srothaches noted that the republic
had farled 1o send o representative to
the Preadium of the € ongress

Ihe Lithaisnian Parliament cledied
a pen Commuanist. M Nitautas Land

shergis, v the repubhic’s new Prest
aent and rulsd that the Soviet Con-
stitution andd laws sould not be applic-
able on the Dithuanan iermory

[t did away wirth the “hammer and
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sichle emblem and adopted “whne
wmght oo horse against red back
drop as the new emblem A pre-

Continued on page 15

Darbara
cremated

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHIL. March 12
The body of veteran Congress-1
leader and former Punjab Chiel Minis-
ter Darbara Singh. who died here last
might, wascremated at the Nigambodh
Crhat today with full State honours
Many semar Congress-1 leaders, in-
cluding party president Rajie Gandhi,
were present during the eremation
Jawans of Delht Police gave 4 gun
salute as the pyre was it by Mr Dar-
hiird Singh's eldest son; Mr Joginder
Singh Mr Darbara Singh s twa other
sons, Mr Surjeet Singh and Mr Deven-
der Singh. ind hos daughter, Me Sunin-
der Kaur, were also present Ihe
pelicemen dipped their guns when the
bady wits put on the pyre Relyginus
hvinns were sung
Fap  Conpress-T caders.,
attended the cremation were
Continued on page 12 ccl 4
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Ninth Finance Commission report

Accepted in toto; fair deal to St

H Correspondent
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converpmng the T wear pensd trom
Apri ] PR o Mo b T89S winch
wall bring substantoad benelits 1o the
States duning the doasheh Tog Yo
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ment had also socepted the Comrns:
St s teccnmme ndations on hinanong
al rehetexpenthture grants inand and
detipeln © Further, the Governmeit
bk concunicd with the view of the
NEC hat there should not be any mer

goer ot addmonal duties ab excise with
Prasicalaties ol geone arsirw nbee i s,
abjechons tased oy almest all the
Stites apainst the propesal

An regands ancoime tax, the NFC re

commendation is that K3 per went ol
the disasible poal ofincome taashiouid
be assigned to the Statesand aut of net
distribable proceeds, wsuny cgual (o
VAT per oot shall bedeemed torep

resont thie proce eds attnibutable (o the
dpeton tepodeiies Regardmg the addr

Nl ditres of exase on sales tax th
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On exciee duties the NEO has e
sommended that the divisible pool of
umon duties of excrse should inclade
the proceeds of all excise duties inglud-
ing speetil exose duties but excluding
duties votleeted ander the Adddional
Droties of Txase (Textiles aml Texide
Articlesy Act TO7H and the carmarked
vases and the States sharean the net
provecds of shareable Linmn Fxcse
dunties shall he 45 per cent

As regards the financmg of rehet
vipenditure the NiC has recom
mended that the exsting grrange:
memisshould e e pliae ed by aones one
une hich the States will s e miach
greatet autonomy and accouitabiliny
A Calamity Rehe! Fumd shoald he
constitated fareah Siatewith the spe
abed ament o vach vear R R
crote foeall the Stares o total wisd the
Coentre witl caontrbaie (o the CRE of
cach State tothe extent of 75 per cent
i the fonmowl pon PMan geant The
Iadanice M5 pee cent shall Be contn
Dot by cach Srate ot ol ibs ey e

anppeay et b comtpsl wlpary toe

Engine ‘failure’ led
to Bangalore crash

NEW DELHI, March 17
Engine faslure was the likely cause
of crash involving Asrbus 320 pline it
Bingalore on Feb. 14 and not priety”
error s mumtained by the French
This indication was miven here today
by the Avianon Mimistry after ex-
amination of the findimgs based on the
reiding of cockpit veace revorder and
digtal voce recorder
Thecrashinwhich 93 hves were lost,
led o grounding ol 14 planes wirth 1A
The Mimstey had appainted a techni
alcommuttee led by Arr Marshal Ram-
dits to report abuut the state of pre-
paredness on the pant of Indian Air-
Ines o induct this sophisticated plane
Into service Acrondimg tor Ministey
sources, the deasion about Lying
these planes will be taken only after it
had: been ecabbished Bevond doubt
that pline wais irworihy
According o Mimsuy soufees
whath b sent the digstal recorider w

Fundwall be made by the Caonernmient
m quartetly apstaliments

Fuerther the Goseérnmient ot Tndia
wiil comsbtule an cxpent goup to
mamtar relie b work donean SGies ut-
hsing € RE andaiso begive such advres
15 1t deems appropenate oo the State
apepcies involved an rehel wark The
Centre will alsceenntnibute 75 per cend
elothe iehel expendituae of Kao [t
veorevatche band rehalnlivation of gas
sictinis e Bhopat duriog THHEGS by
was of non planprast The balasee 25
perventwill be borpe by rhe Maidhsa
Pradesh Conermmoent

Alser this € ]E swonlid hase exisl
e cntside the peneral esenoes ol
the Stite s wall be deposited oo
wattonnilised bunk St te lese) com
wdter Nented by the Cliel Secretary
ol the Stae ard consisting ol oo mls
comtrected sawith the reliel swork st
other oxpert shall be constiatod by
thiv Srate Ceossnma mt ot yibiemss e
the € R I St aent thust
the pec v tewed ol s e lor € en

B

Poalby prenriogosd schemes o oo Jigk

HT Correspondent

Canada for decoding. the Aurbus Ia-
dustries was given a copy of the voiee
tecorder and digital recorder findinps
tovenable them w make any improve-
ments il necessary in the plane to uver-
come the spags which may have been
hrought out 1n the light of these find-
ings But the Atrbus Industries used
the samie to reach o conclusion that the
crinh was the result of the “pilot
error’’,

The Mimstry obviowsly does ot
agree wath this findig and icels that
they should have waited for the find-
ingsof the court of inguiry before com-
ng o any conclusion [t may be
pointed out that the same haste bad
been shown by the French with regard
tocrashin France when a planc was on
ademonstration Might T wa toavond

Continued on back page col 4

ates

and etlotis should benade 1o reduce
gradually the propotion el this type of
capenditure and adsi The savings tothe
amount o central assistance for State
aml Unton Terntory plany

On debtreliel, the N C havrecoms
mcaded than the RBI may swork out.a
ot for amorhsation ol the Stites
market horrowings amd from TR
the direet Central loans Tor State plans
should fave a matanty penod of 20
years with S0 pes cent of the loans
C-ru-nmg A prace petiad of S Ovears
Alsas the entite external assistinee re-
cepved for externally anded projects
shimld el cases be passed on 1o the
States amplemesnng thiose  projects
Ssoc et of such funds received exelu
sively for suchprogects shonld be with
heldd by ke Centre

Parthier . the oo and grant portion
ol World Bank assistance (o e passed
u) e The States shoatld alses e the
MG the case ol the
Flomw i

Fatiey

rereral i assicbane e

Continued on prge 17

the Comtitution which contanesd spe
cal - provisons for - promalgating
emergency apphcable only 1o Punjab
Etforts were now directed at seehing
coopeation ol all and to create condi
tons conducive to the restoraiton
democratic processes in Punjab

The Government was proud of the
secular basis of the nationhood and
was closely watchimg the communal
situation. A three sember commttee
was looked into the ways of resolving
“an emotive issue” hke the Ram
Janambhoomi-Babri Maspid dispute.
through dialogue and consensus

On the economic front, Mr Venk-
ataraman said holding the prce line
was the “first priority ™ of the Govern-
ment whose efforts had already shawn
adeclining trend in the case of some of
the essential commaoditics like rice, tea
and sugar.

However, he said the Government
was fully aware that the overall price
situation continues to be difficult.

There was the problem of reducing
the budgetary deficit. which had
touched Rs 13,790 crore. The fiscal
imbalances also needed to be tackled
by “improving it management of the
ceconomy™. A good monsoon, a goad
crop, & rising trend of exporis that has
surpassed the imports, combined with
etficient import substitution would
help ease the economic problem. he
said.

A new three-year import-export
policy. now being readied, would be
introduced next month, and would
simplify combersome procedures that

& external forces

have vaused the entreprencurs delas
and breed corruption. the Presidemt
told the Members

The Inier-State Council waill tackle
the hiscal issues relating 1o the Centre-
State retations, while the reconstituted
Planning Commussion was already
working un the Frgth Five Year Plan
The Plan'sobjecuve would bee [ Ty
ment pencration, allevianon of pover-
ty. redressale of rural-urban unbae
Lances and introducton of structurl
and imstitutional changes to eosure de-
centralisation of the planning process

Mr Venkaturaman said the formula
for computing cests and prives of agri-
culural produce was being changed te
ensurz “full accounung™ of all costs,
and would be reflected n the support
prices to be announced tor the neéxt
khanf season.

On the industnal front. he said a
White Paper on public sector would be
issued later this year. The Govern-
ment attached great importance to
public sector and was keen to ensure
its funcuonal autonomy.

The ndustry should gear siself 1o
provide more productive employment
and a balance in regional development
ot the country. Through technological
modernisation, the industry woula be
made more competitive internationat-
ly.

The President was happy about che
contnbution of scientists in various
fields and swid science and technology
must grow to attain self-reliance.

(Text on page 12)

All-party panel on
Kashmir formed

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, March 12

Pnime Mimister V. P. Singh today
entrusted Ralway Mimister George
Fernandes with the additional charge
of Kashrur affairs and constiuted o
six-member comnyittee to asstst hiin in
initiating steps to restore normaley in
the Valley,

The commitice. representing major
political parties, consists Mr Surendri
Mohan of National Front, Mr Ghulam
Rasool Kar of Congress-I, Mr Kedar
Nath Sahani of BIP. Mr M. Faroogwm
of CPL. Mr Safuddin Chowdhary of
CPIM and Mr P L. Handoo of
National Conference;

The advisory committee had its first
mecting al Parlioment House this
eveming. [t lasted for about two hours
Mr Surendra Mohan and Mr Kar could
not attend today's meeting The vom
mittee would meet aga tomorrow,
Mr Fernandes told newsmen later.

According 1o Mr Fernandes, his

primary tash wouid be to bring about
the revival of politizal acuvity in the
Valley so that the political process
could beset in motien at the carliest

He desenibed the siteanon i the Vale
ley as extraordinary and sail: “We are
trving tosolveat an unconventional
way,”

Mr Fernandes said he would be n-
leracting with the vancus pohtal
groups; He would have meetngs with
the Pume Mimster and the Home
Mimster onthe issue. Replying to a
query. he smd Home Mimster Mufu
Mohammad Sayeed would be answer-
g questions on Kashour i Parlia-
ment

Mr Fernundes, who is expected o
it Sanagar after presenting the Ranl-
way Budget on Wednesday, saud the
ste-member committee would monitoy
the situation n the Valley and heljon
finding solut e 1o the current prob
lems

Ay lor the role of JAK Governot
Jagniohan: Me Fernandes said he was

Continued on back page col 2

City
Uhe budget they want
—puge 3

STATES
People in Meham were
terronised. suys Ajit--page 9

) Budget

issues

The Finance Minister is
presenting the Union Budget
to Parliament on Macck 19,
We are beginning today 2
series of articles by eminent
economists on several issues
connected with the Budge:.
On Edit Page appears the
first of the series of articles
“Tax on Minimum
Profits’® — by D. H. Pai
Panaudiker.

— EDITOR

Weather

OUTLOOK: Mamly clear sky.
Strong surface winds likely dunng day-
time  Not much change in day and
night temperature

Max Temp 27 3 degree C (—3)

Min Temp 13 6 degree C (—1).

Today in Parliament

LOK SABHA: Cruminal Procedure
Code (Amendment Biily. Comms-
swn of Enguiry ( Amendment) Bill:
and Criminal Law i Amendment)
Bill

RAJYA SABHA: Consntution Sche-
duled Caste (Amendment) Bl

HERE AND NOW

Sudhir Tailang

—

All those shouting MPs are out

of the frame! At least Doordar-

shan cares for the dignity of the
House!
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